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The rubble of the Vassin Mosque, destroy ed in an Isracli airstrike, 
is seen at Shati refugee camp in Gaza City, on Monday. P 

Gaza will be under siege, says 
Israel as toll crosses 1,200 

JERUSALEM. Oct 9: Is-
rael's defence minister Yoav 
Gallant on Mondav ordered 
a "complete sicge" of the 
Hamas-ruled Gaza Strip. two 
days after shock attacks by the militant group killed more 
than 700 lsrael1s, including 
soldiers. 

Israel formally declared 
war on Sunday, portending 
greater fighting ahead, and a 
possible ground assault into 
Gaza-a move that in the past 
has brought intensified casu-
alties. Palestinian militants 
continued firing barages of 
rockets, serting off air raid 
sirens in Jerusalem and Tel 

Aviv. 
Civilians are already pay-

ing a high price. Around 700 
people have been killed in 

ESTABLISHED 1945 

Israel a staggering toll 
by the scale of its recent 
conflicts. Nearly 500 have 
been killed in Gaza, a tiny, 
impoverished enclave of 2.3 
million Palestinians border-
ing Israel and Egypt. 
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Palestinian militant groups 
claimed to be holding over 
130 captives from the lsraeli 
side. 

Gallant is currently con 
ducting an operational assess-
ment at lDF (Israel Defence 
Forces) Southerm Command, 
together with the Head of 
Southern Command, Yaron 
Finkelman. 

"I have given an order 
Gaza will be under complete 
siege. There will be no elec-
tricity, food or fuel [delivered 
to Gaza]. We are fighting 

barbaric [terroristsl and will 
respond accordingly," Gal 
lant said. 

Gaza depends on Israel 
largely for its basic supplies 
and such a decision wil have 
far-reaching consequences 
for 2.3 million people liv 
ing in the densely populated 
area. 

While Hamas activists 
looked celebrating on the 
streets of the coastal terri-
tory on Saturday, wary com 
moners were seen looking 
to stock up on basic needs 
speculating about the immi-
nent harsh attack. 

The streets of Gaza for the 
last two days look completely 
deserted, much like most 
Israeli towns in the south. 
(AP) OMore on P-10 

KHADC to address waste woes 
with funding from World Bank 

Centre flags drop in 
school enrolment 

By Onr Reporter 

Closing institutions with 10 students or 
less is not the solution: Rakkam Sangma 

SHLL ONG, Det 9: he 
Mintstev of ducaton has 

epresed concen yer the 
astie drop n the enrolment 

of students in Meghalaya's 
primary and upper primary 
schools 

(iting the inistry's data, 
I ducaton Minster Rakkam 

A Sangma said on Monday 
that 168 primary schools in 
the state have less than 10 

students. The enrolment in 
101 uppcr primary schools 
is equally dismal. 

Terming the situation as 
alarming, he said closing 
these institutions down would 
not be the solution as the Me 
ghalaya government would 
first have to verify the report 
and find out the reasons for 
such low enrolment. 

"It is a matter of con 
Cerm and challenge for me," 
Sangma said. 
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He ponted out that there 
Are some schools situated 
atop hills and students face 
d1fficulties 1n travelling 
$-10 km to and from these 

schools. 
Sangma, however, said 

the department will take steps 
to rational1se the enrolment in 
these schools 

He also said that two 
months' salary for the SSA 
teachers would be released 
within the next two weeks. 
The money is expected to 
be released by the Centre 
SOon. 

In a related development, 
the All Garo Hills SSA School 
Teachers' Association has 
urged the state to release their 

SHILLONG, Oct 9: The Meghalaya Col 
lege Teachers' Association (MCTA) remains 
steadfast in its opposition to the hasty imple-
mentation of the National Education Policy 
(NEP), 2020, and has decided to continue 
with its indefinite non-cooperation movement 
against NEHU. 

Speaking to The Shillong Times on 
Monday, MCTA general secretary Airpeace 
W Rani said they are continuing with their 
protest since NEHU has refused to revoke 

from 

fuly to September 

MCTA's anti-NEP stir on 

Ponting ut that Dr 
2 Puj festiities 
around the corner and that 
annual xam fees of ther 
children need to he cleared, 
the association urged the 
uthorities concerned to r 
leae their pending salaries 
immediately 

NEP gofng smoothty 
in state 

at the earliest. 
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After the initinl contro 
versy. Meghalaya has ch0sen 
to go ahed with the new 
National Education Policy. 
2020, but organ1s1ng the 
funds for improv1ng infra 
structure to make it success 
ful is still a worry 

its July 12 notification directing all afiliated 
colleges to implement the NEP from the cur-
rent session. 

"Since the protest is on, none of the 
MCTA teachers are taking classes for the 
first-semester students," Rani said. 

"It looks like the present situation is going 
to continue for some more time since the first 
semester is due to end soon," he said. 

Rani said the MCTA is waiting for NEHU 
Vice Chancellor Prabha Shankar Shukla to 

convene a meeting of the Academic Council 
(Coatd on P4) 
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"The NEP Is no longer 
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mented by every college 
and we are going smoothly." 
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The emplovees hac 
CIded to beg1n the sit-in 
the non-pavment of 
salaries for altogethe 
months from Tuesdav. 

*We have cailed o 
protest since the GH 
authorities have rel 
two months of the pe 
salanes todav," NGEA 
Brithen Sangma infor 

Sangma said that 
would continue the ag 
at a later date if the au 
ties do nothing more to 
their pending dues. 
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Umkhen, Umpling, Pynthorumkhrah, RRC Mawlai 
develop the solid waste management plan. 

MCTA's anti-NEP stir on... 
(Contd from P-1) Members of the Academic Council (AC) have requisitioned a special 

meeting to discuss the alleged inappropriate implementation of the NEP at the under-graduate 

(UG) level without its approval. 
NEHUTA president, Lakhon Kma said the responsible members of the AC are deeply 

concerned with the act of infringement and violation ofthe established norms and procedures 

as per NEHU Act, Statutes and Ordinances. 
Kma further maintained that the AC members are not harping on the roll-back ofthe NEP 

but on the urgent need to rectify the procedural flaws through discussion and approval. 
More than 100 bonafide members of the AC from Shillong and Tura campuses of NEHU 

have signed the requisition of the special/lemergency AC meeting which is much higher than the 

requirement of one-third of the total members of the AC as per NEHU regulations, Kma said. 

Road between Dalu... 
(Contd from P-3)) Meanwhile, talking about the condition of the road, the deputy commis 
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