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Israel — a staggering toll
by the scale of its recent
conflicts. Nearly 500 have
been killed in Gaza, a tiny,
impoverished enclave of 2.3
million Palestinians border-
ing Israel and Egypt.

Palestinian militant groups
claimed to be holding over
130 captives from the Israeli
side.

Gallant is currently con-
ducting an operational assess-
ment at IDF (Israel Defence
Forces) Southern Command,
together with the Head of
Southern Cc d, Yaron

The rubble of the Yassin \Inhqm‘ destroyed in an leracli airstrike,
8 seen at Shat refugee camp in Gaza City, on Monday. (7’71

Gaza will be under siege, says
Israel as toll crosses 1,200

There will be no electricity, food or fuel: Tel Aviv

barbaric [terrorists] and will
respond accordingly,” Gal-
lant said.

Gaza depends on Israel
largely for its basic supplies
and such a decision will have
far-reaching consequences
for 2.3 million people liv-
ing in the densely populated
area.

While Hamas activists
looked celebrating on the
streets of the coastal terri-
tory on Saturday, wary com-
moners were seen looking
to stock up on basic needs

lating about the immi-

Finkelman.

“I have given an order -
Gaza will be under complete
siege. There will be no elec-
tricity, food or fuel [delivered
to Gaza). We are fighting

nent harsh attack.

The streets of Gaza for the
last two days look completely
deserted, much like most
Israeli towns in the south.
(AP) OMore on P-10
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Centre flags drop in
school enrolment

Closing institutions with 10 students or
less is not the solution: Rakkam Sangma

By Onr Reporter

| SHILY ONG, Oy o The
C Mt o T due ang wm has
| expressed concern aver the
dastie drop in the enralment
of stiudents in Meghalaya o
| primacy and upper primary
sehools
Citing the mingstey s data,
| | I ducation Minister Rakkam
A Sangma said on Monday
that 168 primary schools in
the state have Iess than 10
students. The enrolment in
101 upper primary schools
is equally dismal.

Terming the situation as
alarming, he said closing
these institutions down would
not be the solution as the Me-
ghalaya government would
first have to verify the report
and find out the reasons for
such low enrolment.

“It is a matter of con-
cern and challenge for me,”
Sangma said.

Regarding the consoli-
dation of schools due to

ed

entalment. he avknewd
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Impracticality of merging
certamn schaols especmlly
thase located 1n remote ar
INAccessihle arcas

He ponted out that there

are some schonls situated
Mop hills and studenrs face
difficulties in travelling
5-10 km to and from these
schaols

Sangma, however, said
the department will take steps
to rationalise the enrolment n
these schools

He also said that two
months’ salary for the SSA
teachers would be released
within the next two weeks.
The money is expected 1o
be released by the Centre
soon.

In a related development,
the All Garo Hills SSA School
Teachers’ Association has
urged the state government
to release their salaries from
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‘NEP going Tmonthly
i state’

After the imitial conro-
versy. Meghaliava has chosen
to go ahead with the new
National Education Polic.,
2020, but arganising the
funds for improving infra-
structure to make 1t success-
ful 15 sull a worry

“The NEP 15 no lo nger
debated. it has hm:n imple-
mented by every coll
and we are going smoothly,”
Sangma said, adding that the
Centre is supposed 1o provide
assistance for improving the
infrastructure of the educa-
tional institutions

MCTA’s anti-NEP stir on

By Our Reporter

SHILLONG, Oct 9: The Meghalaya Col-
lege Teachers’ Association (MCTA) remains
steadfast in its opposition to the hasty imple-
mentation of the National Education Policy
(NEP), 2020, and has decided to continue
with its indefinite non-cooperation movement

against NEHU.

Speaking to The Shillong Times on
Monday, MCTA general secretary Airpeace
W Rani said they are continuing with their
protest since NEHU has refused to revoke

its July 12 notification directing all affiliated
colleges to implement the NEP from the cur-

rent session.

“Since the protest is on, none of the
MCTA teachers are lakmg classes for the
first-semester students,” Rani said.

“It looks like the present situation is going | | salumes today,” NGEA
to continue for some more time since the first |

semester is due to end soon.” he said.
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salaries for altogeth.
months from Tuesdayv
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Rani said the MCTA is waiting for NEHU | woyld continue the ag:
Vice Chancellor Prabha Shankar Shukla to | ara later date if the 1
convene a meeting of the Academic Counc il |
at the earliest.

ues do nothung more to

their pending dues.
r....,\
o %
! "—-"
—_m

EALTH IS A



Umkhen, Umpling, Pynthorumkhrah, REU Mawial amiip im0
develop the solid waste management plan.

MCTA’s anti-NEP stir on...

(Contd from P-1) Members of the Academic Council (AC) have requisitioned a special
meeting to discuss the alleged inappropriate implementation of the NEP at the under-graduate
(UG) level without its approval.

NEHUTA president, Lakhon Kma said the responsible members of the AC are deeply
concerned with the act of infringement and violation of the established norms and procedures
as per NEHU Act, Statutes and Ordinances.

Kma further maintained that the AC members are not harping on the roll-back of the NEP
but on the urgent need to rectify the procedural flaws through discussion and approval.

More than 100 bonafide members of the AC from Shillong and Tura campuses of NEHU
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have signed the requisition of the special/emergency AC meeting which is much higher than the | 7

requirement of one-third of the total members of the AC as per NEHU regulations, Kma said.
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